[Differential diagnosis of strokes, the traps to avoid].
Strokes are a significant issue in geriatric medicine as more than half occur in patients over the age of 75. However, not all the symptoms of a focal neurological deficit in the elderly are indicative of a stroke. There are a number of differential diagnoses and only a detailed examination of the patient can enable an accurate diagnosis to be established. However, in no case must this delay the urgent treatment of the patient suspected of having a stroke.